December 1&. 1988

MEMORANDUIM

SUBJECT: Sampling Activity at Chemical Commodities, Inc.., Z0E01 West
SSith Street, Shawnees, Eansas

FROM: Mark T. Roberts., EFRR/SINY s CZ&QL““_*_*
TO: Charles F. Heasley, Chief, EFYR m‘ﬁﬂm&(e
Breslk:
” | S
1. SITUATION Y Dy -

Chemical Commodities, Inc. (CCIY owns and orerates a warehouse
at 20201 West SS5th. Shavwnee, Fansas 646203, The facility is ane of
several in the Metropolitan Hansas ity area that have been or are
accupied by CCY.  The Shawnee warehouse is used for the storage and
repackaging of various chemical products.

The CCI warehouse has been the foocus aof at least three State
regulatory actionsg (i.e. mandated cleanups) in the past - onme in 1981,
a second in 1282, and a third in 1R86. The property owner, Mr. Gerald
Gershon, complied with the ordersz in each instance. Recently, the EFA
Mas initiated an investigation at the Shawnes facility as a result of
an incident on December 7. 1988 involving a semi-trailer containing
ammaniuwm perchlorate. The tractor pulling this trailer caught fire on
Leavenworth Road in Kansas City, EKansas while snroute to the COCI
warahouse in Shawnee. The pavioad was not wrder manifest nor was the
trailer placardecd. A RCRA inspection of the warehouse was conducted
by Region VYIID personnel immediately following the incident. Imitial
observations made during the RCRA inspection indicated that the

potentisal existed for the otfsite release of hazardous substances. 0f
particular concern was & pole barn structure south of the main
viarehouse. The pole barn, enclossd on threee sides and agpen to the
east. was also used for the storage of a variety of chemical products.
.ocal surfacse water drainage in the area of the warehouse ang paols
barn is rredominantly easterly and, according to KDHE +ield
investigator Jim Fischer, flaows directly througbh the stored materials
in the pole barn during heavy raintall events. )

On December 9, 1988, HMark Roberts, EFLR/SINV, and Joe Chandler,
Ecology and Environment, Inc. Technical Assistance Team (EXE/TAT)Y,
performed a site recomnaissance to assess the potential for the
offgite relwase of hazardouws substancez. SBurface runoff pathwaves were
evident, particularly in the area of the pole barn where the runoff
has formed erosion gullies leading to the adjacent property to the
east. The soil/sediment and standing water in these pathwavs wers
targeted for sampling in a sampling plan that was drafted on Decemnber
12, 1948, :

IT7. S8ITE ACTIVITIES
On December 1%, 1988, at 1500 hours, Mark Roberts and Bruce

Morrison, EFER/DINY, arrived at the CCI Shawnes facility to implement
the proposed sampling activities. Access to the property for the
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ChSL, by the CCY! attorney on December 14, 1988.

A total of +ive (5) soil/sediment samples, including one
duplicate sample, were collected by Roberts and Morrison from the
atorementioned surftace drainage pathways., Each of the samples
consisted of ten (L) aliquots (0-2Y interval) collected along one of
the various drainagewsays and then composited and homogenmized in a
disposable aluminum pan. The samples weres collected with laboratopy-—
cleaned stainless steel spoons. After homogenization, sach sample was
divided between two B8-ounce glass jars, labelled, and placed in a
cooler for teansport to the Region VYII EFA Laboratory. All sample
lines and aliquots waere marked in the field with vellow survewy flags
and photographbed to document their locations. These sample locations
are indicated in Fioure 1 {(attached).

The samples were stored in a secure refrigeration unit at the
EFPa lab avernight; thes transfer of the samples under chain—-of-custody
was completed the following morning {(December 1&, 1988). A summary of
the samples collected in the effort is presented in the table below.
The single water sample that had been proposed for collection was not
retrieved; all surface water that had been observed at the site during
the December 9, 1988 site recomnaissance had dissipated by Decsmber
15,

SUMMARY OF SOIL/SEDIMENT SAMFLES: CCI, SHAWNEE, KANSAS
DECEMEER 15, 1998

Sample No. Time of Requested Analyses Description
Collectiaon

Fi&865001 1530 Festicides, Metals, Background - West
Arnion Scan of FFole Barn
PHB6FOO2 1540 Festicidez, Metals, Drainageway North
Anian Scan of Fole Barn
Fl&é6e003 1320 Festicides, Metals, Drainageway East
Anion Scan of Fole Barn
FE&&F00L 1915 Festicides, Metals, Prainageway on
Arion Scan Adiacent FPraperty
to the East
FE.SLPCGOLD 1515 Festicides, Metals, Duplicate of —004

Anion Scan

Future actions in the characterization of potential offsite
contaminant releases showld address the areas potentially affected by
drainage from trench-—tyvpe floor drainsg at the sast end of the main
warehouse interior. These drains were reported by John Bosky,
EMBSY/RCRA, fullowing the completion of the recent RCRA inspeciion.
Neither Bosky noe Jim Fischer, EDRHE, could identify the destination of
drainage constituents once they exited the building (e.q. septic
field, sewer). An attempt to examineg these interior drains was made
during the December 13 sampling effort. The CCI warehouse was locked,
Rawever, and when entrance was reguested through an adjoining
furniture manufacturing facility (same building), an emploves stated
that he had besn given instructions by his supervisor to deny entry to
the CUT warshouse.



